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The School District of Fort Atkinson Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy,
marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, sex (including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotional,

or learning disability (“Protected Classes”) in any of its student programs and activities.
 

SDFA Website
FAMS website
PowerSchool
School Menus
Technology 

Helpful Links:

Parents, guardians and FAMS families -

I hope February has started off strong for all of you. Personally, I’m glad that our
days are getting longer once again, and I’m hoping that the Groundhogs' (Phil 
and Jimmy) predictions are incorrect and hoping we end up with an early Spring.

I’m happy to say that we have wrapped up our winter MAP testing. We are
in the midst of processing all of the helpful data that it provides to our
teachers. MAP reports will be given out to your students, discussed in classes,
and then sent home for you to see very soon.

Our wrestling and girls basketball seasons are off and running well. In addition, 
we have been encouraging our students to check out any of our many exciting 
clubs that take place before or after school.

Once again, I would ask you to take some time at home to say thank you to your
children for being such kind and polite students while they are at school. In middle
school, kindness is crucial. We want every student to feel good about coming to
school, and being kind to one another is one of the best ways to build our school’s
positive community.

As always, please contact me if you have questions, concerns, or to report some
great news!

Thank you,

Matt Wolf, Principal

Attendance:  We recognize there are times when students are not able to attend because they are ill 
or showing symptoms of illness, and it is best for them to stay home. If that is the case, 

please be sure to contact our attendance office 920-563-7835. 
As always though, as long as your child is healthy we believe it is important for them to be at school.

AM 940 WFAW / WSJY-FM 107.3 /
KOOL FM 106.5 WKCH 
WSLD 104.5
WISC-TV - Channel 3000
(Madison)
WMTV-NBC 15 (Madison)
WKOW 27 (Madison)
94.5 WKTI Country / 620 WTMJ /
TODAY’S TMJ4 (Milwaukee)
Weather Watch 12 (Milwaukee)
Fox 6 (Milwaukee)
CBS 58 (Milwaukee)

INCLEMENT WEATHER: 
In addition to notification by

Blackboard Connect, the following
radio/TV stations are also notified

of our school closings:
 

https://www.fortschools.org/Domain/8
https://www.fortschools.org/Domain/295
https://powerschool.fortschools.org/public/home.html
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/instance/783/district/779
https://www.fortschools.org/domain/36


February 2: vs. Lake Mills @ 4pm 
 - 7th grade away, 8th grade home

February 6:  vs. Jefferson @ 4pm
 - 7th grade & 8th grade away

February 9: vs. Whitewater @ 4pm
 - 7th grade & 8th grade away 

February 14: vs. Johnson Creek @ 4pm
 - 7th and 8th grade home

February 16 vs. Milton @ 4pm
 - 7th grade home, 8th grade away 

February 17 - Team Party

February 6: @ Johnson Creek 4pm
 - vs. Johnson Creek/Lake Mills

February 7: @ Edgerton 4pm

February 13: Home 4pm  
 - vs. Whitewater/Jefferson

February 27 @ Lake Mills
 - Conference Tournament

Girls BASKETBALL

WRESTLING

Calendar of Events: February
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February 10-11:  4th Street Singers 
                      Fort Show Choir Invitational

February 13:     Parent Advisory Meeting
                      6:00 pm FAMS IMC
                     

February 18:     Archery @ Columbus

February 19:     POPS Concert
                      FAHS  2pm

February 20:    Early Release - 1:25 pm

February 22:    Progress Reports

February 25:    Archery - Home Tournament
                      FAHS

February 27:     Voices Jrs Meeting - 7:00 pm 

February 28:     Teacher Conferences
                       4:30-7:30 pm FAMS gym

March 2:           Teacher Conferences
                       4:30-7:30 pm FAMS gym

Spring Teacher Conferences will be held in the FAMS gym
 on Tuesday, February 28th   - 4:30 - 7:30 pm
and  Thursday, March 2nd - 4:30 - 7:30 pm 

 
This is your opportunity to strengthen the partnership between your family and your child’s teacher(s).  

These sessions offer everyone the chance to discuss student progress in a safe environment. 
 

If you have questions about conferences - please contact the Middle School Main Office at 920 563-7833.
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Order your 22-23 yearbook 
by March 1st - just click the image above!

 

*If you prefer not to pay by credit card, 
please contact the Middle School office. 

In need of a yearbook or able to donate one?
 
 

Having a yearbook can be a fun reminder of the highlights of middle school–
favorite teachers, best friends, activities and other milestones. 

We also know that some families experience hardships, and we try our 
best to ensure that families in need have an opportunity to have a yearbook. 

 
One of the things we really appreciate about our Fort Atkinson Community 

is the willingness to help out when others may be in need. 
 

If you are experiencing a hardship OR you would like to sponsor a yearbook
for someone in need, please complete this form or contact Shelli Ellingson 

in our main office (920)563-7833 by January 31st, 2023.
 

The High School Course Selection event that will occur on Thursday, February 2nd from 2:00-4:30 p.m.
and again on Monday, February 6th from 4:30-7:30 p.m. 

It is essential that students and their parents/guardians complete this process on one of these dates. 
Ms. Utphall will be meeting with the 8th grade students on January 17 and 18 at the middle school to assist
them in preparing for Course Selection. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Utphall at
the high school at 563-7811 ext. 1145. Students who do not complete the Course Selection process will have
courses selected for them by their high school counselors.

All eighth graders and parents of eighth graders are asked to attend a “Freshman Orientation to the Course
Selection Process” presentation to be held in the high school auditorium prior to going to the gymnasium for
Course Selection. This presentation will go over key information about required courses, planning for the future,
and how many credits to schedule in a year.

Presentations will be held at the following times: Thursday, February 3rd 3:30pm 
and Monday, February 6th 4:45pm, 5:30pm, 6:15pm

At the check-in table you will receive a folder of all the course selection materials necessary for the event.
Tables will be set up in the commons for parents and students who need a place to sit to discuss their choices
and identify questions for teachers. The high school counselors will also be available in the commons to answer
any questions and assist families with the process. When students are ready to finalize their course selections,
they will proceed into the gymnasium where teachers are organized at tables by department. Students can ask
questions about courses and get signatures for enrollment in a course at the department tables. Parent/
guardian signatures are required to complete the course selection process. If you are unable to attend one of
the events, please call the High School Pupil Services Office 920-563-7811 ext. 1143 to make other arrangements.

The course description booklet, referred to as the Program of Studies, for the 2023-2024 school year will be
posted online for families to access beginning in mid-December on the Fort Atkinson High School’s website. 8th
graders will also be given a copy when Ms. Utphall visits them at the middle school in January. Again, If you
have any questions, please contact the High School Pupil Services Office at 920-563-7811 ext. 1143.

High School Course Selection 2022-2023 School Year

https://yearbookforever.com/schools/fort_atkinson_middle_school_buy_yearbook_357445/kADAP4ul6AA93VzsaXL4P27C
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfn_TawiOtcwfAXtI_coieX7XQ2PvhhlgfBNf_Wj_2Gq1TWNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfn_TawiOtcwfAXtI_coieX7XQ2PvhhlgfBNf_Wj_2Gq1TWNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Five 8th grade agriculture students competed in the FFA District Quiz Bowl in Lake Mills on 
Feb. 1st. Our FAMS  team earned second place! With this placement they advance to Sectionals 
at the end of March with the chance to compete at State!  Here’s our award winning team! 

National FFA Week takes place from Feb. 18th - 25th. During this time, there will be fun 
activities happening in Agriculture classes and lots of opportunities to get involved! 

Agriculture Class: 
February is National CTE (Career and Technical Education) Month! Classes like agriculture, 
technology education, STEM, business / careers, and family & consumer help students gain 
the knowledge and skills to be college and career ready! Thank you for your support and 
involvement in our programs! I’m so thankful to be teaching the next generation of leaders! - Ms. Parsons 

 

CONGRATULATIONS

Addisyn Anderson, for her poem “Only One”
Emily Mallin, for her prose piece “The Tale of Emma and
Bailey”
Aspen Eicken and Reese Miller, for their illustrated writing
piece “Butterflies”

Southern Lakes Anthology provides an authentic audience for
young writers and artists. The top entries from 
Fort Atkinson are published in a local anthology and also sent
to regional judging. If selected at the regional 
level, the pieces are published in a book along with works by
other students in southeastern Wisconsin.

Congratulations to the following Fort Atkinson Middle School
students whose work was chosen to be published in this year’s
regional Southern Lakes Anthology, One in a Million:
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FINS NEWS:
 CHECK THIS OUT! In November, FINS Student Senate hosted a food drive benefiting the Second Harvest Foodbank of

Southern Wisconsin. FINS' drive was one of many benefiting the Second Harvest's "Share Your Holidays" drive in partnership
with NBC15 out of Madison. The goal for this drive was to raise 5 million meals to provide food for those in need within the Fort
Atkinson community, among others. Mid-January, FINS received word that FAMS' drive was one of the top drives in this
campaign. As a result, FAMS is spotlighted in THIS NBC15 news article. How cool is that? FINS would like to send a big THANK
YOU to all those who contributed to their drive. Here's the clip!

Save the date(s): The week of February 13-17, FINS will be hosting a spirit week. This week is special in that the grade level to
turn in the most Politeness Police tickets by February 10th will be traveling to the bowling alley for an afternoon of fun on the
17th. Students: Stay tuned for more info about each day's dress-up theme, coming soon!

One last date to save on the calendar: Friday, March 10th, FINS will be hosting its final Activity Night of the school year. The
event will run from 6-8 PM. Stay tuned for more info in next month's FAMS newsletter.

FAMS FFA:

Orchestra Students are busy preparing ...
DESSERT CONCERT - Sunday March 5th @ 4:00pm,
Fort Atkinson HS Auditorium

Along with orchestra students in 5th - 12th grade, 
our concert will feature special guest  
artist - Jazz Violinist Randy Sabien

This concert is also a fundraiser for 
the orchestra program. There will be 
delicious desserts sold at the concert!  

Please watch your email for specific instructions on the
concert day as well as ways for you to help and volunteer.

.  

https://www.nbc15.com/2023/01/13/meal-reveal-share-your-holidays-2022-tops-its-goal/


THE MINI GRANT PROJECT:
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The School District of Fort Atkinson’s Gifted and Talented Education department provides a
leadership opportunity for all students in grades 3–12: The Mini Grant Project. The intent of the Mini
Grant Project is for students to become aware of needs in their school and community and then to
apply their knowledge, creativity, and task commitment in working to fill those needs. 
Click on Mini Grant article for MS newsletter 2022-23 for more information.

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CzDYSMFPnLumvpsM6-qpix6serWgKL-7m6oTOxnuxo8/edit?usp=sharing


Encourage your mathematicians to show you how to use long division to find 5 divided by 4.  Ask your
historians about Greek civilization and your scientists about the weather, as they are exploring hail storms and
other types of weather. Finally, question your readers about the real-world food supply and health problems
they have discovered.  Be sure to ask your student ... "what's happening in your classrooms?" 

Spanish 8 is starting off by learning very basic conversational Spanish including the students’ new favorite song, “Los Pollitos”.
Encourage your child to sing it to you! 

Spanish One is gearing up for their transition to high school. We have started incorporating more grammar instruction as well
as continuing with story asking and our other fun activities. Ask your child what their latest class story was about. They always
have the craziest imaginations. 

Language Arts current unit of study theme is Modernization. Ask your student how we’ve defined it and talk about things
that have become obsolete during your lifetime. 

Algebra students will be completing our study of domain(inputs) and range (outputs), and graphing of functions to begin a
more focused study of a specific type of function called exponential functions.  Mrs. Karnatz poses this 
question - If you have a Snickers and every minute you eat half of what remains of your Snickers, will 
you ever eat the whole thing? 

STEM students explore the engineering and design cycle by building a delivery robot. Next up, they will learn physics
concepts while constructing a roller coaster and will continue this study by building catapults, mousetrap cars, and bottle
rockets - so COOL!   Science students are experimenting with magnets and electromagnets. 

Have you ever traveled to any Latin American countries (Mexico, Central, South America or the Caribbean)?  What were
your experiences or where you would like to go! Ask your student what the discussion is in Social Studies!

Math students are working on Expression, Equations, and Inequalities. Remember - you can always find notes and
videos that go with topics for each unit at https://im.kendallhunt.com/MS/families/2/index.html or (Spanish)
https://im.kendallhunt.com/MS_ES/families/2/index.html.

Over in ELA ... students will be reading Science Fiction books and working on writing a prologue to The Giver - which
will be read as a whole class.  Social Studies, students are finishing up the War of 1812 and accelerating forward in
history to the Industrial Revolution of the United States. And after learning about the digestive system, 
Science students will continue their study of chemistry. They will explore how different food molecules 
are produced by chemical reactions and how their bodies make use of them. Students will participate in 
a number of lab activities, learning to use a number of indicator chemicals and chemical analysis equipment.  

What's happening in the Classroom?Middle School 
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Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

español

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwB2RDj_mn4
https://im.kendallhunt.com/MS/families/2/index.html
https://im.kendallhunt.com/MS_ES/families/2/index.html


As you may recall, this past November, the District had two questions on the ballot - one for a capital referendum,
and one for an operational referendum. We are thankful that the community approved the capital referendum
which will allow the District to make safety updates as well as urgent maintenance at all of our buildings. At the
time, the community did not approve the operational referendum which is necessary in order to continue to
maintain educational programs and services for students.

Please know, our needs have not gone away. On Tuesday, January 17th, the Board of Education unanimously
voted to approve the School District of Fort Atkinson going to referendum on April 4, 2023. 

Given that the April 4th election is between spring break and Easter Sunday, we realize that it may be difficult for busy
families to make it to the poll on election day. One way to save time but still have your voice heard, is to vote
absentee. 

Request Your Absentee Ballot Today!
Learn more at https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/Vote-Absentee-By-Mail

You must request to vote absentee by February 16th. We will begin sharing details about the operational
referendum after the February 16th absentee ballot request deadline, so you can make an informed decision when
your ballot arrives in your mailbox. 

We need your voice heard! 

On Your Ballot
"Shall the School Board of the School District of Fort Atkinson be authorized to exceed the revenue limit under
Section 121.91 of the Wisconsin Statutes beginning with the 2023-24 school year by amounts not to exceed
$3,000,000 each year (on a recurring basis) and $5,000,000 each year (on a non-recurring basis for a period of four
years through the 2026-27 school year) for the purpose of paying District operating costs as provided in the
foregoing resolution"
 

***More information coming February 16th***
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April 4, 2023 Operational Referendum

Plans are currently in the works to bring a fun, family-friendly celebration week to each of our 1Fort homes the
week of February 27 - March 3rd. The FAHS student senate team is working with the District to create themed
spirit days, an elementary coloring contest, middle school word search contest, social media trivia game, and more! 
(hoping for a district-wide family movie night, board game and pick-up basketball game night, and activity night!)

Watch your emails for more information in the coming weeks!

Annual Report Card Notice Annual Educational Options Notice

https://youtu.be/s8gGv6RajlY?t=2354
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/Vote-Absentee-By-Mail
https://www.fortschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=3913&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=29706&PageID=9
https://www.fortschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=3913&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=29705&PageID=9


Elementary School Social Worker: Stephanie Belzer: 920-691-6075 or 
Email: belzersp@fortschools.org

Middle School Social Worker: Mike Czerwonka: 920-563-7833 ext. 7226 or
Email: czerwonkam@fortschools.org

High School Social Worker: Jenna Zangl : 920-563-7811 ext. 1102 or
Email: zanglj@fortschools.org
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We know that the winter weather can create delays in getting around. The roads may be snowy or ice
covered so we may have to drive slower than usual and cope with many other things that can have us
running late. We know these things happen yet also  

School Attendance Matters

understand the cumulative impact being late has on
attendance. Take a look to see how being five minutes
late every day adds up over time. 

Please do your best to look ahead and try to anticipate
things that may create a morning delay and see if it’s
possible to adjust. 5 minutes doesn’t sound like a lot,
but over a school year it equates to missing 3 days. 

Our team is here to help!

Calling all families who will have a 4-year-old
or 5-year-old by September 1st!

The School District of Fort Atkinson is
excited to offer opportunities for families to
enroll in 4-year-old Kindergarten and register
for 5-year-old Kindergarten for Fall 2023.

Visit www.fortschools.org/fortk to begin registration for Fall 2023! 
Registration is open through February 20th.

Need help registering?
An in-person help-sessions for both Kindergarten and 4-year-old Kindergarten will take place on Tuesday, January
31st from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the Dwight Foster Public Library during the 4K Art Gala event.

Questions on 4K? Contact Penny Bright at brightp@fortschools.org or call 920.563.7844
Questions on Kindergarten? Contact Lisa Hollenberger at hollenbergerl@fortschools.org or call at 920-563-7804

http://www.fortschools.org/fortk
mailto:brightp@fortschools.org
mailto:hollenbergerl@fortschools.org


Parks & Recreation

Fort HealthCare is sharing some Backpack News for our
families, which includes tips such as how to stay healthy as
the winter weather approaches, tips for families, flu shots,
and more!
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February 3rd from 8 am - 1 pm
FREE Oral health care services will be given to low-income children between the ages of 5-13 on
Friday, February 3rd, 2023. This includes an exam, x-rays, cleaning, fluoride treatment, and any
necessary dental work that can be completed in one visit. Children will also receive education on dental
hygiene and a bag of supplies to take home. 

This is a nationwide ONE DAY annual event called Give Kids a Smile. The appointments fill quickly so
please call or stop by today in order to secure an appointment for your child!

Rock River Dental
1951 Commerce Pkwy
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
920-563-4415
www.rockriverdental.com

New Facebook Page! Please LIKE and help share the
new Fort Atkinson Parks and Recreation Facebook
Page. Click HERE to view the page. 

Click here for the
PDF in English

Click here for the
PDF in Spanish

Community Connections:
Parks & Recreation  Fort Atkinson Chamber of Commerce 

City of Fort Atkinson - News & City Council Fort Atkinson Community Foundation - Projects

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pVmUeHz7eIY0gr8HrWSYBjEH5Gzlt17p/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H_qEe3osgEN33IZXQMi6c8ffFwoRzPwX/view?usp=share_link
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088222633463
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pVmUeHz7eIY0gr8HrWSYBjEH5Gzlt17p/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H_qEe3osgEN33IZXQMi6c8ffFwoRzPwX/view?usp=share_link
https://fortparksandrec.activityreg.com/ClientPage_t2.wcs
https://fortparksandrec.activityreg.com/ClientPage_t2.wcs
https://fortchamber.com/
https://fortchamber.com/
http://www.fortatkinsonwi.net/
https://fortfoundation.org/


Winter Parking
From December 1-March 15 the City of Fort Atkinson has alternate side parking rules. No street parking is
permitted between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. unless the vehicle is parked on the even/odd side of the
street, corresponding with even/odd calendar dates. The calendar date begins at 12:01 a.m. During a snow
emergency no parking is permitted on City streets.
 
City Council Agendas
Stay up to date on what’s happening at the Fort Atkinson City Council meetings. Meetings are held the
first and third Tuesday of the month at the Fort Atkinson Municipal Building, 101 N. Main St. Agendas and
information can be found at www.fortatkinsonwi.gov/council.

Winter Weather
The City of Fort Atkinson Department of Public Works carefully monitors all salt usage and, as such, only
applies salt to collector and arterial streets, steep grades in excess of 9% running slope and areas around
our schools and hospital. Residential area salt application is limited to intersections only and spot locations
as needed. This year we have eliminated the application of sand to better adhere to our Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer System Permit with the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
Always remember to give plow trucks plenty of room during winter weather operations.
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The School District of Fort Atkinson Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital status, parental status,
sexual orientation, sex (including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability (“Protected Classes”) in any of its

student programs and activities.
 

City of Fort Atkinson News
Stay up to date on what’s happening at the Fort Atkinson
City Council meetings. Meetings are held the first and third
Tuesday of the month at the Fort Atkinson Municipal
Building, 101 N. Main St. Agendas and information can be
found at www.fortatkinsonwi.gov/council 

http://www.fortatkinsonwi.gov/council
http://www.fortatkinsonwi.gov/council

